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PE1662/V 
Peter J Hill submission of 13 February 2020 
 
I am writing this letter to support the petition:  PE01662: Improve Treatment 
for Patients with Lyme Disease and Associated Tick-borne Diseases. 
 
I contracted this disease after being bitten while out walking my dogs in Patna 
back in 2013. I do not remember seeing a bulls eye rash at the time or finding 
a tick on my body. The sad thing is I would not have been able to associate 
these things with the symptoms that were to follow and later be diagnosed as 
Lyme disease simply because there was no information about it at the time, 
showing the dangers. In fact, there is still a lack of information anywhere locally. 
 
For the best part of 2 years I was visiting my GP surgery with various complaints, 
I was even referred to specialists, who showed concern but were unable to 
pinpoint any direct cause. 
 
At the end of those 2 years, I managed to convince my doctor that my symptoms 
bore all the hall marks for Lyme disease and persuaded them I should be tested. 
The Elisa test came back negative so under the current protocol no other tests 
were performed even though NICE guidelines instruct doctors that negative 
tests should not rule out Lyme disease. 
 
I was successful in persuading my doctor to continue treatment beyond the 7 
days for a bacterial sinus infection and increase the dosage to see if this might 
eradicate any Borrelia that were causing the ongoing Lyme symptoms. 
I had 9 weeks of remission, however, many of the symptoms returned. 
 
There was no further treatment offered or asked for because it was my 
understanding that Borrelia could bury themselves deep into tissue or go into 
dormant phase thus evading the body’s own defences and antibiotics.  
 
I paid privately for an Elispot test and a CD57 test, the Elispot returned a 
positive for Borrelia antibodies, the CD57 showed that I had a count of 27, the 
healthy norm is 130+. Both these were indicators that I have or had Lyme 
disease. 
 
Because I was not diagnosed or treated soon enough, I also have acquired two 
devastating autoimmune disorders; Lupus anticoagulant and Myasthenia gravis, 
Lupus anticoagulant has a recognised association with Lyme disease and is 
mentioned in the training manual of the American Society of Haematologists, 
once you have acquired one autoimmune disorder then it is recognised that you 
may go on to acquire others.  
 
So, the consequences of not diagnosing and treating Lyme disease soon 
enough have had dramatic impact not only for me but also on the budget of the 
NHS. 


